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Chairman’sComments

Dear Supporter

Celebrating 25 years
It seems like yesterday that I received from Charles 
Thompson an invitation to meet with him to discuss 
the formation of a new charity.

Charles had been a trustee of the original Cancer 
Unit Appeal and although that appeal was now 
being wound down having achieved its goal of 
funding the purchase of a linear accelerator, Charles 
was convinced that the momentum that had been 
established by the appeal would continue.

How right he was!

25 years later and £3,100,000 later this charity has 
funded most of the major developments of the 
Bath Cancer Unit and despite the current recession 
which has so dramatically affected many charities 

BCUSG continues to thrive thanks to your generous 
support.

Death of Tony Newman
It was with great sadness that 
I received a call from Tony’s 
daughter Wendy advising that her 
Father had suddenly died.

For nearly twenty five years Tony 
had worked tirelessly both for this 
charity and previously for the Bath Cancer Unit 
Appeal and I could not have wished for a better 
colleague.

Tony was totally reliable, loyal and conscientious 
and on the many occasions that I sought his advice 
his counsel was always considered and based on 



those principles which had so influenced his own 
life.

Throughout all the years that he acted as Treasurer 
of this charity I can only recall him missing a couple 
of meetings and he never failed to provide a financial 
statement for consideration at every meeting of the 
Trustees.

Tony’s handwritten letters of thanks to donors were, 
I know, greatly appreciated by all who received 
them.

I have often stated, both in correspondence and at 
gatherings that Tony’s service to The Bath Cancer 
Unit Support Group provided a wonderful example 
of what it means to go the extra mile for the benefit 
of one’s fellow man.

Tony’s life was one that was well lived and his work 
for this charity was indeed a job well done.

Tony’s contribution will long be remembered.

Legacy from the late Miss Joan Bence

A few weeks ago I was contacted by solicitors acting 
for Joan’s estate who advised that the Support 
Group was to benefit most generously under the 
terms of her will and I thought it might be of interest 
to discover a little about Joan.

During a lengthy conversation with her niece, 
Jocelyn, it was revealed that Joan was one of four 
children all of whom had suffered at one time or 
other from cancer and it was because of the support 
which Joan and her family had received from the 
Cancer Unit that she was anxious to support the 
work of this and other cancer charities.

For the first part of her adult life Joan had looked 
after her parents and it was not until she was 40 
years old that she first went out to work. She joined 
Charles Bayer, corset manufacturers located on the 
Lower Bristol Road, where she worked until her 
retirement.

Joan’s family had for a number of generations been 
based in Twerton and it was there that she lived for 
the whole of her life, having died just before her 
90th birthday.

Retirement of Dr Ed Gilby

After 33 years of dedicated service as Consultant 
Oncologist with the Bath Cancer Unit, Ed has 
retired but I am delighted to advise that Ed wishes 
to continue his 25 year link with BCUSG and remain 
as a Trustee.

Over the years many of the donations I have received 
were accompanied by letters which specifically 

mentioned the wonderful contribution which Ed 
had made to the treatment of patients.

I am sure you will join with me in wishing Ed a long 
and happy retirement.

Prostate cancer patient still going well 5 
years on

In issue 37 of Supportline I mentioned that the 
Support Group had helped fund a new treatment for 
early prostate cancer and that during the handover 
of a cheque, I had met a friend, Ralph Nunn, who 
was to become the first patient to benefit from this 
treatment.

For a number of years Ralph had been a member of 
staff at the RUH and I am pleased to report that 5 
years on, Ralph continues to enjoy good health.

BCUSG launches new website

BCUSG has launched a new website at www.bcusg.
org and donors will be able to contribute online.

You will be able to access previous editions of 
Supportline and download GiftAid forms as well as 
keeping up to date with latest projects.

There is also a link to the Trowbridge Branch website 
so do please logon and discover how the branch 
could use your help in raising funds.

Many thanks for your continued support

John Carter, Chairman



Once again Trowbridge Committee has been 
out and about promoting BCUSG and raising 
money.

We gathered crafts, cakes, preserves and plants 
for our stand at the three days West Wilts 
Show which together with our Whiskey Draw 
raised £753.  Our Chairman, Tino Polledri sold 
the remaining plants at the entrance to his 
driveway raising a further £111

It was a new venue for our 2009 International 
Night when on one of the very few pleasant 
evenings in August over 100 guests joined 
us outside at the St John’s Parish Centre. 
Food and wine was on offer from 11 different 
countries and appropriate Country Music was 
provided by ‘Raggle Taggle’ from Bradford on 
Avon. Marco Polledri travelled down from York 
to put on a professional Wine Tasting and we 
were also treated to a Salsa demonstration by 
a very attractive young couple from Bath. As 
usual it was a superb and enjoyable way of 
raising £850 but only thanks to the generosity 
of stallholders, entertainers and those donating 
the many raffle prizes.  

More recently we braved wind and rain at the 
switching on of Trowbridge Christmas Lights 
and our bric a brac stall and grand raffle 
raised a healthy £432. A donated hand crafted 
wooden dolls house complete with furniture 
being the main attraction of the raffle.  Once 
again thank you to all concerned.

Grateful thanks go to all those who have sent 
us donations since my last Report including 
£790 from Trowbridge Lions 10K Run and £125 
from Mrs Kay of Frome which she raised selling 
items she had knitted.  Pee Wee Hunt raised 
£100 at his Club inviting customers to donate 
via a large Pumpkin (grown by Tino).  

Sam Heard ran the Bristol Half Marathon and 
raised £200 in Sponsorship for BCUSG whilst 
his mum Sue (now a Trowbridge Committee 
Member) had a small sale and raised £50. Mr & 
Mrs Drewett of Westbury sent us £50 Sincere 
thanks to you all.

Once again BCUSG was one of four local 
Charities nominated to benefit from the  
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Pearson May Golf Day and we received cheques 
amounting to £1,256 from the Directors.  Your 
support is so very much appreciated especially 
as we were also able to claim Gift Aid

Committee Members and some regular helpers 
collected £1,200 over 2 days at Sainsbury’s 
Chippenham and £610 at Morrisons in 
Warminster.  Shoppers in Devizes Town 
Centre donated £648 and Rugby Supporters 
on match day against London Irish dropped 
£1,018 into our buckets.  As you can see this 
is a successful way of raising money from the 
public in so many different areas.  All wanting 
to support their local Cancer Unit where family 
and friends have been treated so thank you so 
much to all our collectors.  

Please do get in touch if you would be 
prepared to give us just one hour of your time 
occasionally during the year.  Call Jeanne on 
01225 769136 for more details

Last but by no means least are those who 
display our collecting boxes throughout the 
year like Rode Post Office £52.62; Shapes 
Slimming Club Trowbridge £118; Westwood 
Inn, Melksham £54 and Sharon Bullus of 
Frome who remembers the treatment given to 
her mother £38

A special thanks to Committee Member 
Robin Dallimore for all the effort he puts in 
to promoting the annual Quiz now in it’s 8th 
year.  Over 7.000 copies have been distributed 
this year either via shops and pubs or directly 
on special sales day around the town plus a 5 
day stint in the RUH Reception area.  Coming 
to fruition involves much hard work including 
setting and marking the questions; organising 
the printing, delivering and collecting to and 
from the various sites.  I’m sure Robin would 
want me to say this could not be achieved 
without the support of other Committee 
Members providing the transportation.  Finally 
the support through advertising in the Quiz is 
also a major contribution to its success.

Although Christmas is a busy time we still 
managed to find time to fund raise with a two 
day collection at TESCO Trowbridge on 21st 
& 22nd December  and although customers 
were busy stocking up for the festive season 
they donated £987 so a big thank you to all of 
them..  Whilst the Sunday afternoon  ‘Monster 
Jam Session’ in Bradford on Avon on 13th 
December raised £434.  Many thanks to all 

the bands who donated their time and all who 
supported.

Trowbridge Chairman and Committee members 
were pleased to support the Annual Fun Run 
organised by Box BCUSG Members when Tino 
accepted a cheque for £14,000 raised by the 
Group

Good health and happiness for 2010 to all our 
supporters.  Please take a look at Trowbridge 
Website for details of events during the 
year. www.trowbridgefrb-bcusg.org or e-mail 
admin@trowbridgefrb-bcusg.org or call 
Jeanne 01225 769136

Jeanne Ingham-Law – Secretary 
Trowbridge Committee

Financial 
Report

up to 31st December 2009
BATH CANCER UNIT SUPPORT GROUP

REGISTERED Charity No.292643

The balance to carried forward is broken down 
as follows which is held at H.S.B.C Bank:-

Current Account - 	 £103,393.44

Deposit Account - 	 £89,702.46

Investment Account - 	 £300,000.00

George Simpson

Collection 
Boxes
We are most grateful for the collection boxes 
received from

Les Unsworth 	 £6.84

Doreen Smith –  
The Lamb Inn at Edington 	 £12.00

Di Buckland 	 £90.00

Colin Weaver 	 £121.69



BoxCharityRun
Casualty star Clive Mantle presented a £14,000 
cheque to the Bath Cancer Unit Support Group 
following the Box Fun Run. 

Mr Mantle, who lives in Box, handed the cheque 
over to Tino Polledri the vice-chair of the Support 
Group.

Fun run organiser and BCUSG Box branch 
member Mike Turner said: “We have approached 
Clive Mantle in the past to present cheques but 
he has been busy filming. 

“However he was free this weekend so he was 
happy to present the cheque on our behalf.

“The money has been raised through events that 
we have held over the past few years.” 

Mr Mantle, who in addition to Casualty, also 
starred in 1980s cult fantasy Robin of Sherwood 
and played Simon Horton in The Vicar of Dibley, 
presented the cheque before the start of the fun 
run. 

Nearly 150 runners took part, ranging in age from 
six to more than 70 and raising more than £1,000 
for Bath Cancer Unit Support Group. 

Runners chose between one 
or two laps of a three and a 
quarter mile circuit around 
the village. 

Mr Turner, who lives in nearby 
Ashley, said: “We were really 
pleased with the turnout on 
the day as the weather was 
not very good. 

“Last year we had fewer entrants and it was sunny 
weather. 

“We just aim to get 100 people taking part each 
year and any more is a bonus.” 

He was pleased that the race remains popular 
with youngsters because he says they are needed 
to carry the fundraising into the future. 

The runners went up Mill Lane and onto Ditteridge 
before reaching Alcombe and Middle Hill and 
returning to the A4 in Box. 

Captain’s Charity Day 
One of the most important events in Mendip’s 
year is the Captain’s Charity Day. It was held 
on Thursday July 23rd. As always the weather 
caused concern, but Club Captain Terry Pavey’s 
prayer mat allowed many of the competitors to 
have at least some of their round rain free, but 
almost everybody got the traditional soaking.

Once again local businesses sponsored holes, 
teams or donated prizes and we thank them in 
these difficult financial times. This year 47 teams 
entered and following the golf, entertainment 
was provided by local musician Guy Johnson. 
Auctioneer, Tom Killen, persuaded those 
attending to part with over £1,000 for items which 
included a special Darren Clark Driver. All this 
fund raising enabled Captain Terry to present 
a cheque for £11,500 to John Carter Chairman 
of the Bath Cancer Unit Support Group, Terry’s 
chosen charity. This is a fine example of sport 
helping those in need. Not only did the golfers 

have a great day out but there were lots of prizes 
to be won for skill and in the raffle. Our thanks 
to everybody who contributed in any way to the 
success of the day, but most of all to Terry who 
worked tirelessly for his chosen charity.

MendipGolfClub28thJuly2009 

John Carter, Chairman 
of the Bath Cancer 
Unit Support Group 
receiving the cheque 
from club captain  
Terry Pavey

The winning team JAF 
PRODUCTS - Right to 
left - Roger Willis, Gavin 
Maguire, Chris Bounds, 
Neil Bath, receiving their 
prize from club captain 
Terry Pavey



QuietRoomJanet’sRoom
In our last edition our chairman wrote about 
the official opening of the quiet room which 
was named after Janet Crane who for many 
years was the Superintendent Radiographer of 
the Bath Cancer Unit and sadly died in 2008 
after a long battle of cancer, following this 
article we received the letter below from Mrs 
Buckingham.

BallArticle
This year the New Edington May Ball is being held 
at a new venue in the village and the proceeds are 
being split between BCUSG , Help 4 Heroes and the 
village charity.

It has, in the past, raised several thousands of 
pounds for BCUSG so if you would like to support 
this event tickets can be obtained via Pauline Dorgan 
at Edington Post Office Or through me by email or 
telephone.
paul.millard@cla.org.uk 
or telephone 01380 830179 

Saturday May 29th 2010
7.00pm for 7.30 till late.
Tickets are £35  
Dress Black Tie
The evening will include Bar, Band, Auction, Dinner, 
Dancing and two performances by the Corp of 
Drums including their spectacular “white sticks” 
display.

James Carine Chairman 
of Royal United Hospital 
Bath NHS Trust writes:
Although I am shortly to retire as Chairman of RUH 
after rather more than three years I have always 
been aware of the amazing contribution which The 
Bath Cancer Unit Support Group has made over the 
past 25 years to the development of cancer services 
at The RUH and whilst I am proud of what the RUH 
has achieved, I am conscious that our patients 
would be worse off without the help of BCUSG.

When I arrived, I had high hopes of a major hospital 
rebuild starting with RUH North which the Americans 
built as a D-Day evacuation point.  Along came 
the recession and my hopes evaporated.  During 
those three years however there have been major 
improvements, some publicly funded by the Trust 
but many, such as Janet’s Quiet Room and breast 
cancer screening have happened only because of 
fund raising by the Support Group.

ASDA Superstore Frome 
(In Store Collection) 
26th June 2010 
We extend our sincere thanks to the 
management and staff of the ASDA Superstore 
in Frome for granting us permission to hold a 
collection on their premises, on this Saturday 
in June.  It has been several years since we last 
held an in-store collection on their premises 
when we recall that its customers were very 
supportive of this most worthwhile of local 
causes.  If you are doing your weekly shop 
on this day, hopefully you will become a new 
supporter of the charity and if you an old 
acquaintance we hope that you will renew that 
also.  We look forward to greeting you.



Donations
•	 Dr Hugh Newman Medical Reports 	 £232.00
•	 St John’s Hospital Residents 	 £28.20
•	 Tabor Free Methodist Church 	 £120.00
•	 Mendip Golf Club 	 £700.00
•	 Mrs Jean Warner 	 £300.00
•	 R J Hackshall 	 £100.00
•	 Mrs CDA Hawes 	 £75.50
•	 Mr & Mrs PJ Hyden 	 £322.30
•	 SR Hardwidge 	 £20.00
•	 J & JS Collis 	 £20.00
•	 DW & BJ Angell 	 £10.00
•	 VW & MA Mulcahy 	 £20.00
•	 FJL & FBJ Buckingham 	 £20.00
•	 DJ & AL Snook 	 £100.00
•	 Jim Ridewood 	 £200.00
•	 Friends Provident 	 £75.00
•	 Mrs D Naish 	 £30.00
•	 IS & JE Haine 	 £20.00
•	 Bathavon Rotary 	 £500.00
•	 Mrs SA Hayden 	 £123.52
•	 PSM Carter 	 £8.00
•	 Mark Cooke 	 £150.00
•	 Mr & Mrs GC Turner 	 £180.00
•	 Mrs MEL Dyer 	 £10.00
•	 Mrs JAE Cusson 	 £200.00
•	 BMT Defence Services 	 £400.00
•	 A Coleman 	 £100.00
•	 HSBC Matched Giving 	 £500.00
•	 Mrs P Price 	 £20.00
•	 P Dimmer 	 £25.00
•	 All Saints Church Oakhill 	 £116.00
•	 Transfer from Trowbridge Branch 	 £20,000.00
•	 Transfer from Box Branch 	 £14,000.00

Events
•	 C & EA Coles Coffee Morning & Plant Sale 	£446.00
•	 Diana Thompson Coffee Morning 	 £80.29
•	 Sue Hulbert 60th Birthday Celebrationjs	 £80.00
•	 Brenda Windsor - Tea & Coffee 	 £6000.00
•	 C & EA Coles Coffee Morning 	 £327.00
•	 JCD Mowe Golf Day 	 £750.00
•	 Mendip Golf Club 	 £11,017.08
•	 Edington Fair 	 £1000.00

In Memory
•	 Evelyn Ponter 	 £211.00
•	 John Dando 	 £100.00
•	 Derek Allen 	 £1205.93
•	 HH Francis 	 £250.20 
•	 Miss Alison Wheeler 	 £174.30
•	 Maurice Peter Jones 	 £160.00
•	 Christopher Deadman 	 £454.17
•	 Nigel Ollis 	 £20.00
•	 Mrs Y J Adams 	 £25.00
•	 Mrs Elsie White 	 £161.85
•	 Raymond Russell 	 £38.25
•	 Tony Newman 	 £737.00
•	 Mrs Rita Bax 	 £312.00
	 Legacies 	 £30,785.71
	 Gift Aid 	 £3605.00
	 Covenants 	 £140.00

ThanksToOneAndAll

DidYouKnow?
Bath Cancer Unt Support Group was founded in 1985 to date over £3,000,000 has been raised.

Some of the projects which over the past 24 years have been funded:

New Linear accelerator £1,000,000 New reception area £350,000 •	

New day-treatment ward £220,000 •	

Funding of a new prostate cancer treatment £35,000 •	

New quiet room where a diagnosis can be discussed £25,000 •	

New toilets, suggested by a prostate cancer patient £25,000 •	

Provision of coffee, tea and biscuits newspapers and flowers •	

A significant percentage of donations come from patients and families of patients, who tell us that fund 
raising is cathartic.

Every donor receives a personalised letter expressing thanks for the donation and outlining the projects 
currently being funded by the Support Group.

Each year, normally in May, donors who have raised £1,000 or more are presented with certificates, usually by 
The Mayor of Bath and undertake a tour of the unit to view first hand what their fund raising has financed.

FinalCopyDate
For the next Supportline will be 10th July 
2010. Please tell us in good time about events 
needing publicity.

Jane Margetts



Who’sWho

President:
Pamela Lady Harlech

Chairman:
John Carter
17 Clan House 
Sydney Road Bath BA2 6NS 
01225 319045 
jc@bcusg.org

Vice Chairman:
Bartolomeo (Tino) Polledri 
Evolution House 
Castle Street 
Trowbridge BA14 8AU 
Telephone: 01225 768202 
Fax: 01225 776505

Administrator:
George Simpson 
20 West View Road 
Batheaston 
Bath BA1 7PN 
Telephone: 01225 851373

Supportline Editor:
Jane Margetts 
01225 345129 
jane.margetts@blueyonder.co.uk

BCUSG
Bath Cancer Unit Support Group

I would very much like to make a 
donation to The Bath Cancer Unit 
Support Group.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Title............................  Forename(s)...................................................................

Surname.............................................................................................................

Address...............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

............................................................. Postcode...............................................

I wish the charity to treat the enclosed donation of £................ as a Gift Aid 
donation and I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer in the amount mentioned 
above.

Signature..................................................... Date...............................................

Please return this form to:
John Carter, 17 Clan House, Sydney Road, Bath BA2 6NS

BCUSG
Bath Cancer Unit Support Group

FundRaisingBranches
Bath Cancer Unit Support Group Trowbridge & District Branch
Welcome new members and like the other two formal committees are 
pleased to receive help and assistance in any form and at any time.

Your contacts are:- Jeanne on 01225 769136

Advertising
Anyone wishing to use Supportline 
or our website to advertise their day/event/organisation are asked 
to contact Jane on 01225 345129. This information would then be 
included on our Area Events Diary and in the BCUSG Diary.

We hope to hear from you.

BCUSG
Bath Cancer Unit Support Group

Reminders
Bequests should be made to 
the Bath Cancer Unit Support 
Group
c/o George Simpson, 
20 West View Road, Batheaston, 
BATH BA1 7PN.
Donations under gift aid give us 
Income Tax benefit and add the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
our list of donors.
Please make cheques payable 
to Bath Cancer Unit Support 
Group.
Collection boxes for pubs, clubs, 
shops and garages are available 
from our Administrator.

DidYouKnow?
you can donate On-Line
Please visit the support group website at www.bcusg.org and 
click onto the Donate Online link.

You will be invited to donate either by post or using a credit or 
debit card. 

Using this method you can donate anonymously or not in which 
instance your donation will be acknowledged electronically or by 
our Chairman if you submit your postal address.

The Charities Aid Foundation is a charity providing On-Line fund-
raising support to many charities.


